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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

In response to the Office Action, the independent Claims 1 and 14 have been canceled 
and new independent Claims 20 and 21 added to the application. Furthermore, independent 
Claim 1 8 has been revised. It is believed that the rewritten/amended independent claims more 
clearly define over the prior art cited by the Examiner. 

The subject matter of Claims 20 and 21 relates to a method and apparatus that enables a 
recently purchased mobile terminal such as a cell phone to have immediate access to an e-mail 
account by virtue of having a generic pre-configured default e-mail configuration common to all 
mobile terminals used with a specific network loaded into the mobile terminal. This will then 
allow automatic registration of a new e-mail account to users who wish to do so without the 
necessity for having the user or the retail establishment selling the mobile terminal to program 
information into the mobile terminal that is needed to open the e-mail account. The proxy server 
interrogates a first data base to obtain the user identification, such as the user's MSISDN, and 
then retrieves from a second data base access parameters, including the user name UN and 
password PW assigned to the user identification. The proxy sever then transmits the e-mail 
address, user name and password to the e-mail system to establish the e-mail account. 
Furthermore, on the first access request of a user identification unknown to the proxy server, the 
proxy server automatically creates the new e-mail account. When the proxy server interrogates 
the second data base it determines whether or not there is already a registered e-mail account for 
the presented user identification, and if not, it creates a new e-mail account in the e-mail system 
and stores the user specific parameters (user name and password) for that account together with 
the user identification (MSISDN) in the second database. 

The prior art fails to disclose the claimed method and system. Koskelainen discloses that 
in addition to knowledge about on-going communication services there also may be other 
information such as various parameters and/or settings needed by the user terminal to receive 
those communication services. The parameters and/or settings may include specific (that is, 
other than default) communication network parameters. Thus, Koskelainen teaches that the 
mobile terminal contains parameters and/or settings including communication network 
parameters such as SMTP/POP3 addresses, but fails to teach a generic default e-mail 
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configuration which is common to all subscribers or common to all mobile terminals of the same 
type. Having the generic default e-mail configuration common to all subscribers installed in the 
mobile terminals is what enables the mobile terminals to set up an e-mail account automatically 
without having to undertake specific configuration programming. The proxy server 
accomplishes this automatically by accessing the two databases to correlate the user 
identification with the user making the e-mail server access and further retrieving from the 
second database the user name and password for the e-mail account assigned to the MSISDN. 
Although Koskelainen discloses the use of a proxy server in a foreign network, Koskelainen does 
not teach the step of connection to a proxy server using the generic default e-mail configuration 
common to all mobile terminals. Koskelainen discloses that a user terminal must provide some 
identification to a network in order to gain access and receive communication services. 
However, Koskelainen does not disclose evaluating a user identification for identifying the user 
with an e-mail system and then setting up the connection between the user and the e-mail 
account in the manner set forth in Claims 20 and 21 . 

The secondary reference, Plank '566, discloses that a user may log in to an e-mail server 
using different e-mail clients. However, Plank does not teach identifying an e-mail account 
based on a user identification (for example, the user's MSISDN). 

Note is also made of the further limitations in Claims 20 and 21 wherein when the proxy 
server interrogates the second database, and if there is not an e-mail account already registered 
therein for a particular user identification (MSISDN), that the user specific parameters for that 
account together with the user identification are then stored in the database. 

Regarding independent Claim 18, Koskelainen and Plank do not disclose a plurality of 
mobile terminals that each have a generic e-mail configuration common to all of the terminals 
and include at least one default POP3/SMTP server address also common to all of the terminals 
to thereby enable a proxy server to identify and set up connections between the terminals and the 
e-mail system providing the e-mail accounts. 

In summary, features of the invention as presently claimed include the following: 
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On a first access request of a user identification unknown to the proxy 
server, the proxy server automatically creating a new e-mail account for the 
user identification. 

The step of identifying a POP3/SMTP e-mail account comprising the 
steps of interrogating a database whether there is already a registered e-mail 
account for the presented user identification and, if there is no such e-mail 
account, creating a new e-mail account in the e-mail system and storing the 
user specific parameters for the e-mail account together with the 
corresponding user identification in the database. 

The above limitations, which were previously presented in now canceled Claims 1 1 
and 12, in the context of the method and system of Claims 20 and 21, are not disclosed by the 
prior art of record. 

Similarly, Claim 18 is neither anticipated nor rendered obvious by the cited prior art. 

For the Examiner's information, submitted herewith is a copy of the allowed claim set in 
the corresponding European patent EP1,422,899B1. 

It is submitted that the application is now in condition for allowance. However, if the 
Examiner believes that further issues remain and/or has suggestions for further revision of the 
claims, it is requested that he telephone the undersigned at 260-460-1692. 

In the event Applicants have overlooked the need for an extension of time, payment of 
fee, or additional payment of fee, Applicants hereby petition therefor and authorize that any 
charges be made to Deposit Account No. 02-0385, f^aker & Daniels. 
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Recurrent Access: 

[0033] After registration to the e-mail system 8, the us- 
or will be identified by the proxy server 5 by his MS1SDN 
■ana will be granted access to his present e-mail account 
either directly or by the UN/PW which are retrieved from 
he UN/PW database 7 under the user's MSI5DN. 
(00341 In general, the user Is not required to have 
mowledge of his UN/PW, if an access to the e-mail sys- 
em occurs via the mobile communication network 1 
where the user can be identified by means of his MSIS- 
ON. For an access via Internet the user needs to nave 
Knowledge of the UN/PW. 

{0035] lfthemobnetermlral2l6pre-corifiguredwitha 
generic UN/PW combination the user will be auto-regis- 
tered by the proxy server 5 / e-mal! system 8 during his 
first Am© access, or granted access to his e-mail account, 
if already existent, after being identified by his MSISDN. 
[003E] If the user uses a correct user specific UN/PW 
combination, but not the generic one, the user will be 
granted direct access to a specific other e-mail account 
4 irrespective of the used SIM card and MSISDN. 
[0037] lftheuserusesanlnvallduserspecificUN/PW 
combination, e.g. if the user mistypes his user specific 
UN/PW combination, the proxy server 5 will not trigger 
for an auto-registration nor will give access to any e-mail 
accountasthe UN/PW combination Is Incorrect The user 
will be prompted an error message instead indicating that 
the UN/PW combination Is Invalid. 

POP3/SSL and SMTP/SSL: 

J0038] The proxy server 5 can also support POP3/SSL 
and SMTP/SSL access, If required . The secure SSL con- 
nection must be decoded at the proxy server 5 side and 
re-encoded by the proxy server 5 to communicate with 
the e-mail system 8. If the proxy server S Is not Imple- 
mented as an Integral part of the e-mail system 8 there 
will bB no end to end security. 

Deletion of Unused E-mail Accounts: 

[0039] The provision of e-mail accounts has a com- 
mercial aspect since licensing is typically made on a per 
account and monthly basis. Since the registration far an 
e-mail account is facilitated to a large extent it is Important 
to have a concept for deletion of e-mail accounts which 
are not used anymore in order to cut costs. 
After a predefined time period, e.g. one month, has 
elapsed without activity from the user on his e-mail ac- 
count where the identification of the user has been 
through his MSISDN, the association of the MSISDN with 
the user's account can optionally be removed and the 
MSISDN is deleted from his profile. Subsequently, the 
user's account Is considered to be an unused e-mail ac- 
count which should be deleted after a predefined time. 
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Fixed Subscriber ID: 

[0040] Throughout the document the use of the sub- 
scriber's MSISDN is assumed for user identification and 

s as a default alias for the e-mail address. The problem 
with the MSISDN Is that it is subject to the network op- 
erator's business processes. For example, after the sub- 
scriber's contract has been deleted the MS ISDN will typ- 
ically be reused after a certain period of time. The new 

w subscriber with the reused MSISDN would then receive 
e-mails for the former subscriber. This could lead to con- 
fusion and potential date privacy issues. Similar scenar- 
ios will occur whan a user changes his MSISDN within a 
contract 

is To address this problem, a fixed subscriber-ID instead 
■of the user's MSISDN can be used. The subecriber-ID 
should be unique to the subscriber, never be reused, and 
coverall network operator's internal business processes 
regarding MSISDN. The only disadvantage of this work- 

20 around is that the default alias for the e-mail address will 
then be a cryptic number instBad of an appealing MSIS- 
DN which would be easier to remember. The user has in 
any case the option to chose an alias of his own. so this 
should not be a major disadvantage. 

25 

List of Reference Numerals and Abbreviations 
[0041] 

3" 1 Mobile Communication Network 

2 Mobfle Terminal 

3 Base Transceiver Station 

4 E-mail Account 

6 Proxy Server 
& 6 PuM Interface 

7 Database 

8 E-mail system (account) 



IMAP4 


Internet Message Access Protocol 4 


io MSISDN 


Mobile Subscriber ISDN number 


OTA 


Over the air 


POP3 


Post Office Protocol 3 


PW 


Password 


SIM 


Subscriber Identification Module 


« SMTP 


Simple Mail Transfer Protocol 


SSL 


Secure Socket Layer jj--. 


UN 


User name 


WAP 


Wireless Application Protocol 



Claims 

1 . Method for providing access to an e-mait account of 
a user, in particular a POP3/SMTP e-mail account, 
via a mobile communication network ( 1 ), character- 
ized iri the steps of: 

providing a mobile terminal (2) having a pre-con- 
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figured default e-mail configuration generic to all 
mobile terminals used with a specific mobile 
communication network, the p re-configured de- 
fault e-mail configuration including at least one 
default POP3/SMTP server address, s 
setting up a connection to a proxy server (5) 
identified by the default POP3/SMTP server ad- 
dress via the mobile communication network (1) 
using a Standard POP3/SMTP protocol, 
in the proxy server (5): »o 

evaluating a user Identification by interro- 
gating a database (6) based on specific in- 
formation assigned to the user orthe mobile 
terminal (2), based on the user identiftea- *s 
tlon, identifying an e-mail account of the us- 
er provided by an e-mail system (8), 
retrieving access parameters, including a 
user name UN and a password PW a&- 
) signed to the user identification, by Interro- x 

gating a database (7) for accessing the 
identified e-mail account, and setting up a 
connection between the mobile terminal 
and the identified e-mail account of the e- 
mail system (8) by transmitting the e-mail zs 
address, the user name UN and the pass- 
word PW to the e-mail system (8), 

wherein on the first access request of a user identi- 
fication unknown to the server (5), the server (5) au- 30 
tomatically creates a new e-mail account for said us- 
er Identification, and wherein the step of Identifying 
a POP3/SMTP e-mail account comprises the steps 
of: 

35 

Interrogating the data base (7) whether there is 
already a registered e-mail account forthe pre- 
sented user identification, and 
if there is no e-mall account for the user identi- 
) fication, «> 

creating a new e-mail account in the e-mail sys- 
tem (8), 

storing the user specific parameters for the e- 
maH account together with the corresponding 
user identification in the database (7). 45 



A. Method according to Claim 1 , Characterized in that 
it also supports IMAP4 protocol and any Internet 
markup language front end when connected via a 
mobile communication system. so 

3. Method according to one of the preceding claims, 
characterized in that the specific information com- 
prises an IP-address temporarily assigned to the us- 
er's MSI3DN. 55 

4. Method according to one of the preceding claims, 
characterized in that the user identification com- 
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prises an International mobile subscriber number 
MS1SDN. 

5. Method according to one of the preceding claims, 
characterized In that the user Identification com- 
prises an Individual identification number. 

6. Method according to one of the preceding claims, 
characterized in that an identification and authen- 
tication of the user Is provided by the authentication 
procedures of the mobile communication network 
(1). • 

7. Method according to one of the preceding claims, 
characterized In that on an Identification of a spe- 
cific e-mail account via UN/PW,the server (5) trans- 
parently transmits the message to the addressed e- 
mail system/account (8). 

8. Method according to one of the preceding claims, 
characterized in that a regular registration via any 
Internet markup language front end when not con- 
nected via a mobile communication system Is pro- 
vided by sending a challenge SMS to the MSISDN, 
the challenge SMS containing a password which 
then has to be entered at the front end tor validation 
purposes for the registration of a e-mail account. 

9. System for providing access to a e-mail account of 
a user, in particular a POP3/SMTP e-mail account, 
via a mobile communication network (1 ), . 
characterized in: 

a mobile terminal (2) having a pre-configured 
default e-mail configuration genericto all mobile 
terminals used with a specific mobile communi- 
cation network, the pre-configured default e- 
mail configuration including at least one default 
POP3/SMTP server address, 
a proxy server (5) connected to Hie mobile com- 
munication network (1) to which the default 
POP3/SMTP server address is assigned, 
means for evaluating a user Identification by in- 
terrogating a database (6) based on specific in- 
formation assigned to the user or the mobile ter- 
minal (2), 

means for identifying an e-mail account as- 
signed to the user identification, 
means for retrieving access parameters, includ- 
ing a user name UN and a password PW as- 
signed to the user identification, by interrogating 
a database (7) for accessing the identified e-mail 
account, 

means for setting up a connection between the 
mobile terminal and the identified e-mail account 
of the e-mail system (8) by transmitting the e- 
mail address, the user name UN and the pass- 
word PW to the e-mail system (8), 
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an e-mafl system (8) comprising the Identified 
e-mall account 

means in the server (5) for automatically creat- 
ing a new e-mail account for said user identifi- 
cation on the first access request of a userlderv- 
tiflcation unknown to the server (5), and 
means for interrogating the data base (7) wheth- 
er there is already a registered e-mail account 
for the presented user Identification, and 
means for storing the user specific parameters 
for the e-mail account together with the corre- 
sponding user Identification in the database (7), 
If there Is no e-mail account for the user identi- 
fication and a new e-mail account Tn the e-mail 
system (8) has been created. 

1 0. System according to ctaim 9, characterized in that 
the server (5) is part of the e-mail system (6). 



11. System according to claim 9, characterized in that 20 
the server (5) Is part of the mobile communication 



12. System according to claim 9, characterized in that 

the server (5) Is a standalone system. ' 25 

13. Mobile terminal for use in the system of preceding 
daim 9, for providing access to an e-mail account of 
a user, in particular a POP3/SMTP e-mall account, 

via a mobile communication network (1 ), character- 30 
Ized In that it comprises a pre-configured default e- 
mail configuration generic to all mobile terminals 
used with a specific mobile communication network 
and including at least one default PQP3/SMTP serv- 
er address which addresses a proxy server (5) used as 
for identifying the e-mail account and setting up a 
connection between the mobile terminal (2) and an 
e-mail system (8) providing the e-mail account, 
wherein the e-mail configuration includes a default 
user name UN and password PW. *» 



Patentanspruche 

1. Ein Verfahren fQr den Zugriff auf ein E-Mail-Konto 
eines Nutzers Qber ein mobiles Kommunikations- 
netzwerk (1), jnsbesondere ein POP3/SMTP-E- 
Mail-Konto, das durch die Schritte: Berehstellung ei- 
nes mobilen Endgerats{2), das elne vorkonfigurierte 
E-Mail-Standardkonfiguration aufweist, die fQr alle so 
mobilen Endgerate, die be! einem spezlfischen mo- 
bilen Kommunikationsnetzwerk verwendet warden, 
typisch ist, wobei die vorkonfigurierte E-Mail-Stan- 
dardkonfiguratjon zumindest elne Standard- 
POP3/SMTP-Server-Adreese beinhaitet; Enrich- 55 
tung elner Verbindung zu einem Ersatz-Server 
(proxy server) (S), der durch die Standard- 
POP3/SMTP-Qerver-Adresse Qber das mobile Kom- 



munikationsnetzwerk unter Verwendung eines 
Standard-POP3/SMTP-Protokolls kJentifraert wur- 
de; Auswertung BinBr Nutzeridentifizlerung durch 
Abfrage elner Datenbank (6) basierend auf beson- 
deren Informationen, die dem Nutzer Oder dem mo- 
bilen Endgerfit (2) basierend auf der Nutzeridentifi- 
zierung zugeordnet wurden, die ein E-Mail-Konta 
des Nutzer kJentffizlert, das von einem E-Mail-Sy- 
stem (8) berertgestelrt wurde; Wiedergewlnnung der 
ZugrifTsparameter, die einen Nutzemamen UN und 
ein Passwort PW beinhalten, die der Nutzeridentifi- 
zierung durch Abfrage eines Datenbank (7) fQr den 
Zugriff auf das identifizierte E-Mail-Konto zugeord- 
net wurden, und Einrichtung einer Verbindung zwi- 
schen dem mobilen Endgeratunddem identifizierten 
E-Mall-Konto des E-Mail-Systems (8) durch Ober- 
mittlung der E-Mail-Ad resse, des Nutzernamens UN 
und des Passwortes PW an das E-Mail-System (8) 
gekennzelchnet 1st wobei bei der ersten Zugriffs- 
anfrage elner Nutzeridentifizienjng, die dem Server 
(S) unbekannt 1st. der Server (5) fur die besagte Nut- 
zeridentifizierung automatisch ein neues E-Mail- 
Konto einrichtet und wobei der Schritt des Identlfl- 
zierens eines POP3/SMTP-E-Maif-Kontos die 
Schritte Abfrage der Datenbank (7), ob es fQr die 
vorgelegte Nutzeridentifizienjng berefts Bin rogi- 
striertes E-Mall-Konto und ob es fQr die Nutzeriden- 
tifizierung kein E-MaihKonto gibt, Einrichtung eines 
neuen E-Mall-Kontos im E-Mali-System (8), Spei- 
cherung der nutzerspezrfischen Parameter fQr das 
E-Mall-Konto zusammen mit der entsprechenden 
Nutzeriderrtrflzierung In der Datenbank (7) beinhai- 
tet 

2. Ein Verfahren gemaR Ansprueh 1, dadurch ge- 
kennzeichnet dass es ebenfails das 1MAP4-Pre>- 
tokoll und irgendein Intemet-Markup-Language- 
Front-End unterstQfet, wenn elne Verbindung fiber 
ein mobiles Kommunikatmnssystem besteht 

3. Em Verfahren gernall einBmder vorangehenden An- 
spruche, dadurch gekennzelchnet, dass die spe- 
zlfischen Informationen eine IP-Adresse beinhalten, 
die vorObergehend der MSISDN des Nutzers zuge- 
ordnet ist 

4. Ein Verfahren gemaE, einem der vorangehenden An- 
sprQche, dadurch gekennzelchnet, dass die Nut- 
zeridentifizienjng Bine internationals mobile Teil- 
nehmemummer MSISDN beinhaitet. 

5. Ein Verfahren gemaB einem der vorangehenden An- 
sprijche, dadurch gekennzelchnet, dass die Nut- 
zeridentifizienjng eine indMduelle ldentifizierungs- 
nummer beinhaitet 

6. Ein Verfahren gemaH einem der vorangehenden An- 
sprQche. dadurch gekennzelchnet, dass eine 
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